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October 4. 1994

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
CtWrman
Federal Communicdons Commission
1919 M Street. NW. Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED

OCT 251M

I am writing to urge the Commission to proceed expeditiously with a Notice of PropoHd Rulemaking
directed at the elimination of the "off-network" restriction of the Prime Time Access Rule.

I have wort(ed in the advertising and the broIIdC*t indUstry for over 30 years. I have held various
rnIIr18g8rMnt positions at television stations in mart<ets ranging from top 10 to 130+. When IIpTAR­
W8$ first put Into law I wes working at a major advertising agency and pM ot my responsibility was
obtaining clearances for first run programming produced and sponlOAICf tuUy by a major automotive
manufacturer. I do not believe that the Prime Time Access Rule h. ever achieved its intent I
believe it impedes rather than foIters competition. Ia~ believe thatth. prohibition artificially
inflates the prices affiliated stations are forced to pay for programming and creates an economic
windfall tor a few producers and distributors.

The Commission has received numerous pIead!nga which rutly address this issue. A Notice of
Inquiry Is not necessary and witt only delay the Implementation of this needed r.form. As we all
know, the television m.rk....ce is changing rapidty. I would hope that you wilt proceed with a
Notice of Proposed Rutemaking and that the Commission Will act to eliminate this outdated
restridion.

Thank you for considering my views.

JML:dm
Vie f8cDnlle and U.S. MIIiI
cc: Commissioner James H. Quelto

Commll8loner Andrew C. Barrett
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachell. 8. Chong
Office of the Secretary
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As me CommissiOl1 e_sz.... tlJdltltaItB .... Prime Tiru Aca. .bIc (pTAa)
at tho Oember metdq. COZUtUDer Pf.detatiOD of AIICrlca Wtl* to W'lC )'W to mcwc ('.auticnuly
011 thic issue.

!teu:ot rcporu bave~ (b_t tK ConwnMeioG is COII8Id.IriDa l1tllulDa a Notiee of
PropoMCllWemakiog (NPIlM) 011 • rrAR. It tI:Ie Octobelr UlliIIltbII. While WI tab l)$) pos1t1ou
on tho aablUsl". b,ue at thia •• wt do btlltYe III 101M iJ iuappropriate at tbis .....
Rather. It 11 impOtWlt that tM Conaniaiotl build .. complott ~n1 on tbia ;t~e: tbMUp 4
Nodct Or tnquhy before relcasfD$ M NPRM.

.
Tbe broa6r-*stinlladulaY .. iIllhc luidltof.-,~ c!laDlcs in IiJbt of the

eUmiDati~ ordJe PbntiaJ IetaattadSYld1cad01&.....~:tbcltttepts&tcteIdda..,
netwocb. IilQific. ttallp.or of lJItWork al'1Ul&tM.~ e:mtfIaIt* of fiest run~te4
propwmninl. In liFt of taese", ami as tlle wllo • -"lb. to own and
p~uet 1ICtW0tk J'tOanmmioa~. tho puc policy~_ and the fu1lttc tole of PTAtt
thouJd be fully aDd publicly .um''*' h)' tht. CO_WiOIi. W.4o not believe this kind. of
revtew c:a.o.~ done in the conttXt of I tulemUiJJI. llrOCRdinJ.

We arc aware of the peWiuus on this iwe nowpt'Ddln1 before the Commi.~,ion (MMa
filo No. 920l1'7A. 970622A: 9OOUtA). TbM plo......."1. If'01IIe aaKb on the
rul~ &ftd the commtRtl rocu.4 on tho .,ooIftc ... raiRd, p tho undedyht& po&y nt1~
tor coDlil1uadon. mo41flC&don « t'Ilminat!ol1 ot thenAR.. Wore makin& the prelimiDa:y
policY declli«Js ctteessa.ry M rettue III NP~M. we believe tbC Commk.sion 2nd thI!l ruhHe
iNCrcst woul4 best be "ervcd by buUding I compbr~ t"l:l(:Ofd,

•
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CIA uqa r.lIt Commission to move forward wi1b III HOI 011 tbiI a.e in Ootober to
MIld • ooatpJete record. "tw..fICORl bas bm. COQJPiled. tbt. Commission.should thmissut
ill NPJtN IDd cotnmence • NJemeIciIc pt'OOOIICIiq. 11at o-n.1on Ibou14 DOt I'ttCIDP' La
... WMtAer dte PTAR~ I lI.5etw polk)'. MO¥in, alIcad on this issue with an
.:oap1clte record would be the equiYl1nc of dO. JUSt dIIt.

cc: ComnUisiollOC QueJlo
CmIIIIdUiOner Batra
COIom.issioner Ness
Coauntssioper CboD8


